Shirred top with collar

Tutorial by Annastasia Cruz

Materials:

% to 1yd fabric

Small amount contrast for collar

1 ¥4 yard small crochet type lace or tatting
Elastic thread

Thread to match
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-Cut a long piece of fabric from
selvage to selvage wide enough to
go from under arm to hip plus hem
on both top and bottom.

-Sew sides with selvage together t(
form a tube

-Hem both top and bottom with
narrow hem on machine or rolled
hem on surger

-Hand wind elastic thread onto the
bobbin stretching the elastic as yo
wind.

-put bobbin in machine.

-using the hem as a guide, line up
the side of the foot with the hem
and sew all around the top
overlapping the thread several
inches

-for every other row do the same a
the previous row except line up the
side of the foot with the previous
row of stitching.

-repeat for as many rows as desiref
(top pictured above has 22 rows of
shirring)

(note many times the elastic
doesn’t shrink up right away, don’t
worry, after finishing shirring take
it over to the iron and holding the
iron an inch or 2 above the elastic
threads, steam it and the elastic wi
shrink back up, do not touch the
elastic with the iron.)

Straps
Cut 2 pieces of fabric 2.5” X long enough to gomthe shoulders from front of under arm to backioder

arm to front of under arm plus about 1”

-fold in half long way right sides together and sawboth pieces

-turn right side out and press.

-top stitch both sides of straps (lace can alsadaked in the same step by holding the lace onahlk of the
straps while top stitching)

Set aside

Collar
Print out pattern piece full size on 8.5 X 11 paper
-Cut out 4 pieces
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-sew right sides together with lace in seam leabojom and back unsewn
-clip corner and trim close to stitching (just o\i¢8”)
-turn right sides out and press

Attaching collar to top

-find center front of top

-pin collar front to one side of center
on the inside, right side collar to wrong
side top

-pin second collar to other side of
center

-pin straps to collar (between collar
and top) 2-3” to either side of center
depending on size

-starting at center with collar facing,
stitch collar to top lining up the top of
the collar with the top hem of top and
stretching the fabric of the top just
slightly

-note how far from the center back
(seam) that the collar ended, start
second collar at same distance on othe
side, again sewing with collar up sew
around to the center again stretching
the fabric to fit overlapping in the
center just enough to keep collars from
separating.

-trim collar and hem close to stitching
(just over 1/8”) tapering the cut when
close to the backs of collar

-turn collar to right side and finger
press the seam out

-top stitch the collar in place using
thread to match collar.

-securely sew back of straps to the
back of the top
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